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José María Vera, the director of Oxfam Intermon, said it would strengthen practices to ensure staff 
did not abuse their positionJUAN CARLOS HIDALGO/EPA 

Oxfam has admitted that two months after sacking an aid worker involved in the Haiti sex scandal it 
rehired him to work on another relief operation. 

Gurpreet Singh, an Indian, was accused of using prostitutes during the charity’s investigation into 
misconduct in Haiti in 2011. The charity’s internal report on the case, a copy of which has been 
obtained by The Times, says that those allegations were not proven but he was fired “with 
immediate effect for gross misconduct for bullying and intimidation of Oxfam GB staff”. 

His dismissal as procurement manager followed a disciplinary hearing on August 17, 2011. By 
October he was employed again as an Oxfam consultant in Ethiopia. The Times has previously 
disclosed that at least five of the seven men dismissed over the scandal in Haiti secured new jobs 
with other humanitarian agencies because of the inadequacy of recruitment and vetting processes 
across the sector. 

Mr Singh was employed in Ethiopia on a three-month contract for Oxfam America, which said last 
night that it had carried out background checks before taking him on. A US spokeswoman said: “We 
made inquiries at the time and are in the process of understanding what we learnt in the course of 
those inquiries.” 
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Oxfam is reeling after The Times disclosed the sexual misconduct allegations of the Haiti case a week 
ago, which it covered up for seven years. The charity claims that it will change but it is still telling 
concerned donors that there was “no cover up”. 

Christine Woodward, a regular donor, contacted Oxfam to say that she was withdrawing her support 
and received an email on Wednesday stating: “There was not a cover-up. We were open about the 
investigation and the fact that staff were culpable at the time. With hindsight, we recognise that it 
would have been more appropriate to make public more detail, including reference to sexual 
misconduct.” 

Ms Woodward said last night that she was “disappointed” by the response. 

Oxfam admitted that rehiring Mr Singh “as a short-term consultant, was a serious error”. In a 
statement, the charity added: “We are still checking how this occurred but it further highlights that 
we need an organisation and sector-wide approach to the vetting and recruitment of staff and 
consultants, especially in emergencies where there is pressure to fill posts quickly in order to help 
save lives. We are now checking whether there were any issues in Ethiopia while he was there.” 

In Madrid, the charity’s Spanish arm said that four cases of inappropriate behaviour by staff had 
emerged since 2012. One case involved paying a prostitute for sex. Two staff members were 
disciplined for making “inappropriate sexual remarks” and a volunteer was given an official warning 
after bullying a female staff member. The branch, Oxfam Intermon, said that all the cases happened 
during projects in Africa and Latin America. It refused to disclose more details. 

José María Vera, the director of Oxfam Intermon, said it would strengthen practices to ensure that 
there were no more cases of staff abusing their position. “We are angry and saddened,” he said. 
“They are cases of abuse towards vulnerable people and do not represent the values of this 
organisation.” 

The Evening Standard reported that a British pilot told the charity of his concerns about the 
behaviour of Oxfam staff at a hotel in the Philippines but heard nothing back. Chris Jacobs said that 
guests at the Marco Polo hotel on Cebu island were disgusted by the sight of “older male staff” 
cavorting with girls who appeared to be 14 or 15 years old. The incident is said to have happened 
after Typhoon Yolanda devastated the impoverished group of islands in 2013. 
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